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RESEARCH
Trading Apps: Investment or 
Addiction?
A study by Prof. Nizan Geslevich 
Packin, Dr. Sharon Rabinovitz 
Shankar, Prof. Amnon Reichman 
(Faculty of Law), and Prof. 
Doron Kliger (Department 
of Economics) examined 
digital trading apps that use 
gamification techniques similar to 
gambling to encourage repeated 
use and higher investments, 
particularly among young users 
with limited financial literacy. The 
research calls for new regulations 
to reduce addictive elements and 
raise awareness of the associated 
risks.

AI Detects Pain in Sheep
Researchers from the 
Tech4Animals Lab, led by 
Prof. Anna Zamansky, Dr. 
Marcelo Feighelstein, and Prof. 
Ilan Shimshoni (Department 
of Information Systems), 
developed an AI model that 
detects pain in sheep with 82% 
accuracy—compared to just 
71% using traditional veterinary 
assessments. Published in 
Scientific Reports, the study 
marks a breakthrough in animal 
welfare through more precise 
diagnosis and exemplifies the 

University of Haifa’s commitment 
to combining academic research 
with applied innovation as part of 
its “Connected University” vision.

Early Detection of Depression 
with AI
Following rising depression 
rates in northern Israel due to 
recent security events, the digital 
tool Digilton was developed to 
identify early symptoms. Led by 
Prof. Sigal Zilcha-Mano, Dr. Eyal 
Levy, and PhD student Michal 
Malka, the project tests the tool’s 
effectiveness for vulnerable 
populations and supports 
the use of digital solutions in 
mental health care. It received 
funding from the Innovation and 
Sustainability Unit for impactful 
research.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
From High School to a Scientific 
Journal
A four-year journey by 
outstanding high school 
students from Shcha’kim in 
Nahariya culminated in the 
publication of their research in 
Astrobiology. As part of the 
Ramon SpaceLab program by 
the Ramon Foundation, the 
students—mentored by Dr. Amir 
Sapir (Department of Biology 
and Environment) and Prof. 
Ioram Gershman (Institute of 
Evolution)—developed a unique 
experimental system to study 
the effects of space travel on 
neurodegenerative diseases, 
tested aboard an international 
space station.

BUILD RESILIENT 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 
PROMOTE INCLUSIVE 
AND SUSTAINABLE 
INDUSTRIALIZATION AND 
FOSTER INNOVATION

From Academia to the Field
A unique conference initiated by 
the Center for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship and Carmel 
– The Economic Company, in 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Health, the defense system, 
health funds, foundations, 
and field organizations, 
focused on linking research, 
entrepreneurship, and community 
in mental health. Such initiatives 
create connections between 
industry and academia, bridging 
applied academic research 
with Israel’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.

Scholarships for Community-
Engaged Students
The Social Engagement Unit 
in the Student Dean’s Office 
hosted a ceremony awarding 
scholarships from the Ministry 
of Innovation, Science, and 
Technology. The scholarships 
recognized students participating 
in the Rona Ramon Scientific 
Mentoring Program and the 
HiTechClass program. In the 
mentoring program, students 
support schoolchildren in Haifa 
and the surrounding area through 
tutoring, while HiTechClass 
equips students with 21st-century 
skills for careers in high-tech. The 
University was commended for its 
productive collaboration with the 
Ministry and its strong support 
for students and the community.

LEARNING AND STUDENTS
Accelerating Innovation
Thirteen promising projects have 

advanced to the second stage of 
the Innovation Lab’s accelerator 
program after a successful 
ideation phase. The projects span 
diverse fields, including mental 
health, sustainability, education, 
and technology. The Innovation 
Lab offers two open incubation 
programs: one in health and 
welfare, in collaboration with 
Clalit Health Services and 
Carmel Hospital, and another in 
marine environment and blue 
economy, in partnership with the 
Leon Charney School of Marine 
Sciences.

Impactful Hackathon
A student team won the “Most 
Impactful Solution” award at 
the HealthTech Hackathon 
for developing an advanced 
self-assessment system for 
chronic pain, reducing the 
need for unnecessary surgeries 
and medications. The event 
united Israeli and Palestinian 
participants, demonstrating how 
technology can advance health 
while fostering collaboration and 
empathy.

Docking Stations at the Museum
A new collaboration between the 
School of Design and the Hecht 
Museum resulted in students’ 
exhibition of Docking Stations. 
Students in the 3D Design and 
Technology course showcased 
works inspired by the museum’s 
longstanding exhibition The 
Phoenicians on the Northern 
Coast of Israel in the Biblical 
Period.

OPERATIONS
Employment for All
The City Campus technology 
job fair connected students 
in Information Systems and 
Computer Science with 14 
companies, while a Carmel 
Campus fair, in collaboration 
with Haifa Municipality, featured 
80 employers offering positions 
to students across all faculties.

Easy Travel Reporting
A new user-friendly system 
streamlines international travel 
expense reporting, simplifying 
document submission, reducing 
printing, supporting remote work, 
and speeding up reimbursement 
while promoting environmental 
sustainability.

Connected 
The University’s PhD team, 
under the Authority for 
Advanced Studies, hosted a 
roundtable event to expose 
graduate students to academic-
industry interfaces. Prof. Michal 
Biron, Head of the School of 
Management, emphasized the 
importance of such connections 
for shaping future academic 
impact.
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