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RESEARCH
Excellence Recognized 
Worldwide
The University of Haifa 
achieved exceptional results in 
global rankings. Its School of 
Archaeology and Maritime 
Cultures ranked 1st in Israel and 
among the world’s top 150 (QS 
2025), offering unique programs 
in land, sea, lab, and heritage 
archaeology.

In the 2024 Shanghai Ranking, 
the University excelled across 
disciplines: Public Administration 
and Policy ranked 41st 
worldwide (1st in Israel), 
Communication Studies 28th 
globally (2nd nationally), and it 
placed among the top 150 in Law, 
Political Science, and Sociology, 
and the top 200 in Nursing, 
Education, and Psychology.

Among the World’s Most-Cited 
in Science Education
An article by Prof. Yael Kali 
and Dr. Osnat Atias of the 
Department of Learning and 
Instructional Sciences, together 
with colleagues from the 
Technion, was selected as one 
of the ten most-cited articles 
of 2023 in Science Education. 
Their research explores the 
integration of schools into citizen 

science projects, examining 
how teachers and scientists 
perceive their collaboration. The 
findings highlight the potential to 
reshape power relations between 
education and academia, 
strengthening the role of teachers 
and students as partners in 
generating scientific knowledge.

Academic Motivation Shapes 
Classroom Friendships
A new study by Dr. Ela Hemi, 
published in the British Journal 
of Educational Psychology, 
shows that students who aim to 
learn and improve build stronger, 
closer friendships and connect 
peers, while those driven by fear 
of failure form fewer ties. The 
findings highlight the importance 
of positive learning goals for both 

academic success and healthy 
social integration.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
The MIND program (MAOF in 
Hebrew), designed for middle 
school students, develops 
mathematical literacy and real-
world problem-solving while 
fostering 21st-century skills such 
as critical thinking, creativity, 
collaboration, and perseverance. 
Led by Prof. Roza Leikin, Dean 
of the Faculty of Education, it 
is part of the Hamah Center, 
which advances research and 
programs dedicated to creativity, 
excellence, and gifted education.

ENSURE INCLUSIVE 
AND EQUITABLE 
QUALITY 
EDUCATION AND 
PROMOTE LIFELONG 
LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
ALL

The Golden Age of Learning
The Senior Citizens’ University 
program offers citizens aged 
60 and above the opportunity 
to study university courses 
across a variety of fields. It was 
founded through the initiative of 
the University of Haifa’s Division 
of Continuing Education, the 
Haifa Municipality’s Authority 
for Older Adults, the University’s 
Interdisciplinary Clinical Center, 
and in collaboration with the 
international Age Friendly 
University (AFU) initiative.

IDEA Program for Outstanding 
Youth
In collaboration with the 
Maimonides Foundation’s 
Center for Future Scientists and 
the Ministry of Education, the 
University of Haifa operates the 
IDEA Program—a prestigious 
research initiative in the 
humanities. Designed for gifted 
and outstanding 9th-grade 
students, the program guides 
participants in their first steps 
into academic research across 
the fields of humanities, social 
sciences, and the arts.

LEARNING AND STUDENTS
Pitch Your PhD
The fifth conference of the 
Graduate Studies Authority and 
the Bloom School’s Doctoral 
Fellows Program opened with a 
keynote lecture by Judge Dr. Ron 
Shapira, President of the Haifa 
District Court and graduate of 
the Faculty of Law’s doctoral 
program, on the importance 

of interdisciplinary education. 
The event featured dynamic 
activities, a poster session, 
and a spotlight on the diverse 
and groundbreaking research 
of students through a “Three-
Minute Thesis”–style competition.

Opening Doors: Arab Men in 
Academia
A learning day, initiated by 
the Edmond de Rothschild 
Foundation and led by Dr. 
Marian Tehawkho, focused on 
promoting the integration of 
Arab men in higher education. 
The event gathered academics, 
policymakers, and educators to 
discuss new research on three 
critical stages: achievements 
before age 18, entry into 
academia, and completion of a 
bachelor’s degree. Rector Prof. 
Mouna Maroun reaffirmed the 
University’s commitment to 
equality and opportunity for all.

OPERATIONS
New Advanced Counseling 
Center
A new counseling center for 
prospective students have 
opened, equipped with advanced 
technologies and staffed by 
the professional and dedicated 
team of the Marketing and 
Communications Division. 
The center is ready to answer 
questions and provide guidance 
throughout the decision-making 
and enrollment process.

Doctoral Writing Retreat – 
Inspiration, Research, 
Community
A two-day writing retreat for the 
University’s Doctoral Fellows 
was held on campus, organized 
by the Bloom Graduate School 
with the President’s and Rector’s 
Offices. Fourteen researchers 
from various faculties took 
part in writing sessions and 
shared practice. Led by doctoral 
students, the event highlighted 
the fellows’ role in fostering 
young researchers, as noted by 
Prof. Michal Biran, the program’s 
academic head.

New Teaching Labs for 
Undergrads 
This year, a new teaching 
lab complex opened in the 
Madrega Building, housing 
all the laboratories required 
for undergraduate studies in 
Biology and Medical Sciences—
chemistry, biochemistry, genetics, 
and microbiology. The labs are 
designed to train students in 
proper laboratory practices, 
introduce them to essential 
experimental techniques, and 
bring classroom learning to life 
through hands-on experience.
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