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RESEARCH
Protein Atlas for 
Disease-Resistant Plants
A new study led by Prof. Tzion 
Fahima from the University 
of Haifa, published in Nature 
Genetics, unveils the first Atlas 
of Tandem Kinase Proteins 
(TKPs)—key components in plant 
immune defense. The findings lay 
the groundwork for developing 
disease-resistant crops, reducing 
pesticide use, and strengthening 
global food security. The research 
conducted with doctoral and 
postdoctoral students from Prof. 
Fahima’s lab and collaborators 
from partner institutions.

“Catching a Ride”
A study in Current Biology by 
Dr. Elad Chiel and Dr. Sarit Rohkin 
Shalom from the University of 
Haifa – Oranim Campus, with 
colleagues from the Max Planck 
Institute and the University 
of Utah, uncovers a unique 
way bacteria pass between 
generations in a parasitic wasp.

 The bacterium Sodalis “catches a 
ride” on the wasp’s venom, enters 
a fly pupa, multiplies inside it, and 
returns to the next generation of 
wasps—revealing a new facet of 
insect–microbe interactions.

Reviving Coral Reefs with Clay
Oren Arbel from the School of 
Arts, Culture and Interpretation 
is part of a research team that 
conducted a unique experiment 
in Fiji, successfully regenerating 
coral reefs using clay substrates. 
The innovative project was 
featured in Haaretz’s “Gallery” 
supplement.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Earth Day Event
The university hosted an Earth 
Day event led by the School 
of Environmental Sciences, 
in collaboration with the 
Student Union and the Younes 
and Soraya Nazarian Library. 
Highlights included a virtual 

reality experience of endangered 
habitats, a poster exhibition on 
environmental issues, a library 
display of environmental books, 
and a seedling giveaway. The 
event aimed to raise awareness 
and encourage action on 
environmental challenges.

Free Accommodation for Israel 
Trail Hikers
In collaboration with the Society 
for the Protection of Nature in 
Israel, the University offers free 
campus accommodation for Israel 
Trail hikers. The initiative reflects 
the University’s commitment to 
community, sustainability, and 
promoting Israel’s hiking culture.

Selected as Lead Authors for the 
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Prof. Andrea Ghermandi (School 
of Environmental Sciences) and 
Prof. Gil Rilov (Department of 
Marine Biology) were selected 
as lead authors—and the only 
representatives from Israel—for 
the upcoming IPBES Monitoring 
Assessment, part of the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services.

LEARNING AND STUDENTS
“Environmental Ambassadors” 
Program Launches
A groundbreaking program 
supported by the Ted Arison 
Family Foundation (“Yad 
Hanadiv”) has been launched 
to train and develop leaders 
in the Arab community 
for the advancement and 
implementation of environmental 
policy. The curriculum combines 
academic training, workshops, 
and practical field internships, 
providing participants with 
both theoretical knowledge and 
practical tools to realize their 
vision. The opening session of 
the first cohort took place last 
week, attended by program 
directors Prof. Mashor Housh 
and Prof. Rassem Khamaisi from 
the School of Environmental 
Sciences.

Rwanda–Israel Educational 
Program Launch
The Rwanda–Israel educational 
program, led by Prof. Uri Shanas 
and TiME organization, has 
launched. Teachers from both 
countries met to plan the 

curriculum, and throughout the 
year, students from Rwanda 
and Israel will work in mixed 
groups to study and select, via a 
democratic vote, a natural area 
for conservation.

Impactful Program in 
Sustainability 
A master’s program in 
environmental and social 
sustainability with an impact 
focus was launched, engaging 
11 students in in-depth study 
of social challenges in Israel, 
exploration of the global 
implications of the climate crisis, 
and a broad understanding of 
environmental economics. As 
part of a weekly thesis seminar, 
the students developed their final 
projects while deepening their 
skills in research methods and 
statistics.

OPERATIONS
Campus Walking Trails
In the “Green Campus” 
competition organized by the 
Division of Innovation and 
Sustainability , in collaboration 
with the Operations and Human 
Resources Division, a project 
was selected to establish 
walking trails serving the entire 
university community – students, 
faculty, and staff – promoting 
a sustainable lifestyle and 
connecting participants to open 
spaces, artworks, and scenic 
viewpoints. The trails will be 
accessible to visitors, with seating 
areas for public use. The project is 
led by Prof. Noga Collins-Kreiner, 

Prof. Ofira Ayalon, Dr. Alik Adler, 
Nira Alon, and Tzafrir Yishai.

Inauguration of the 
Genomics Unit
The University of Haifa 
inaugurated its new Genomics 
Unit, providing advanced 
genomics services to researchers. 
The ceremony, hosted by 
Prof. Asaf Distelfeld, featured 
presentations by Dr. Hiba Zaidan, 
Director, and Dr. Martin Mikel, 
Head of the Academic Unit, 
who outlined the unit’s vision, 
services, equipment, and ongoing 
projects, emphasizing its role in 
advancing genomics research at 
the university.

University of Haifa Establishes 
Regenerative Agriculture 
Research Farm
The University of Haifa has 
partnered with agronomist and 
entrepreneur Dr. Gideon Bickel, 
who donated 61 dunams in 
Moshav Neve Yarak to establish 
a regenerative agriculture 
research farm. Led by Prof. 
Assaf Distelfeld of the Institute 
of Evolution, the farm will focus 
on sustainable farming methods, 
crop improvement, and climate 
resilience. According to University 
President Prof. Gur Alroey, the 
initiative marks a major step in 
advancing sustainability research 
in Israel and beyond.

Study tour at the Dead Sea (Credit: School of Environmental Sciences)
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