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Blue Innovation

in blue economy, marine, and
coastal environments. The

RESEARCH

University of Haifa in the
Galapagos

A collaborative study between Dr.
Tal Luzzatto-Knaan of the Leon
H. Charney School of Marine
Sciences and Dr. Inti Keith from
the Charles Darwin Research
Station in the Galapagos focuses
on invasive algae species and
biodiversity. Led by PhD student
Omri Nahor, in collaboration with
Prof. Alvaro Israel from the Israel
Oceanographic and Limnological
Research Institute, the team
conducted dives across 36
sites in the western islands. The
findings are expected to improve
monitoring of invasive species
and support marine conservation
efforts in the Galdpagos.

Corals Under Pressure

Prof. Tali Mass from the
Department of Marine Biology
recently returned from a
research visit to Moorea, French
Polynesia, where she joined

PhD student Pierrick Harnie

in a groundbreaking study on
Pocillopora corals. Supported
by the U.S.~Israel Binational
Science Foundation (BSF Climate
Solutions), the project explores
how corals adapt to climate
change, ocean warming, and
acidification, in collaboration

(Credit: Hagai Nativ, The Morris Kahn Research Centre)

with Dr. Hollie Putnam of the
University of Rhode Island.

Mapping the Deep

A new study at the Charney
School of Marine Sciences

aims to chart and protect 30%
of Israel’s deep sea. Using

an underwater robot in the
“Palmachim Disturbance” reserve
off Israel’s coast, Prof. Itzik
Makovsky and a multidisciplinary
team are mapping habitats to
guide future marine conservation
efforts.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Researchers Meet Teens

The Leon H. Charney School
of Marine Sciences and the
University of Haifa’s Youth
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Division hosted an online event
for hundreds of teens from
across Israel participating in

the global FIRST LEGO League
competition. This year’s theme
focused on marine research and
robotics, with presentations by
Prof. Daniel Sher (Marine Biology)
and Prof. Roee Diamant (Marine
Technologies).

Mammals of the Deep

The National Maritime Museum

is hosting a new exhibition, The
Wonderful World of Marine
Mammals in the Mediterranean
and the Gulf of Eilat, in
collaboration with The Israeli
Marine Mammal Research and
Assistance Center IMMRAC)

and the Recanati Institute for
Maritime Studies at the University

of Haifa. This is Israel’s most
comprehensive exhibition
dedicated to marine mammals,
featuring skeletons, skulls, and
bones from 11 of the 18 cetacean
species recorded in Israeli waters.

Protecting the Sea Together

The Society for the Protection of
Nature in Israel (SPNI) and the
Maurice Kahn Marine Research
Station at the Charney School

of Marine Sciences launched

a public initiative to report

dead or injured fish along the
Mediterranean coast via the
SeaWatch app. The data will help
researchers map fish mortality
and identify potential causes.
Dr. Danny Morick highlights the
value of public observations

for monitoring marine and fish
health.

marine innovation projects.

School Community Meeting

The Charney School of Marine
Sciences held a Community

Day to strengthen connections
between its departments,
facilitate knowledge sharing, and
promote research collaborations.
About 100 faculty, staff, students,
and marine science enthusiasts
attended, including a lecture

by Prof. lain Couzin, a world-
renowned researcher on collective
animal behavior, on behavioral
principles in diverse ecosystems
based on observations and
models.

Blue Economy Training for
Soldiers

The Leon H. Charney School of
Marine Sciences, in collaboration
with the HIL Center for Innovation
and Entrepreneurship, will launch
a unique training program for
discharged soldiers and reservists

Prof. Yizhag Makovsky (Credit: The Leon H. Charney School of Marine Sciences, University of Haifa)
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OPERATIONS
New Coastal Research Vessel

The EcoOcean Association, in
collaboration with the Maurice
Kahn Marine Research Station,
acquired a new coastal research
vessel named in memory of
Salit Leibovitz Freilich, a former
university student who worked
with the association. The vessel
will support diverse research
activities, including educational
cruises and diver training.

Open Day at the Maurice Kahn
Station

The Maurice Kahn Marine
Research Station hosted an open
day, inviting students and visitors
for a guided tour to explore the
station’s research activities and
operations.
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