MAKE CITIES AND
HUMAN SETTLEMENTS
INCLUSIVE, SAFE,
RESILIENT AND
SUSTAINABLE

RESEARCH

Revitalizing Neighborhoods

Prof. Irith Tzarf-Harel from the
School of Design participated in a
multidisciplinary research project
on Revitalizing Neighborhoods,
conducted in collaboration with
the Association of Planners in
Israel, the Strategic Planning Unit
of Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality, and
the Yad Hanadiv Foundation.

The year-long study aimed

to deepen understanding of
neighborhood-scale urban
renewal. Prof. Tzarf-Harel
presented her research

focusing on synchronizing three
dimensions of urban renewal:
public, community, and private
spaces.

Innovations in Archaeological
Sciences

The ACDS Knowledge Center
(Archaeology, Conservation,
Digital Sciences) at the School
of Archaeology and Maritime
Cultures serves as a national
hub for archaeological research,
conservation, and digital
sciences. It aims to create a
scientific infrastructure focused
on applied research and
community service. The center
houses advanced laboratories
that encourage researchers

Keller House Haifa (Credit: Dr. David Bar-On)

to adopt innovative methods,
including analytical chemistry,
machine learning, and artificial
intelligence.

Spiritual Prehistory

A study by the universities of
Haifa, Tel Aviv, and Ben-Gurion,
published in PNAS, uncovered
a rare 35,000-year-old ritual site
in Menot Cave, Western Galilee.
Featuring a tortoise-shaped
stone surrounded by stalagmites,
it provides some of the earliest
evidence of communal religious
rituals among Paleolithic hunter-
gatherers. The discovery was

led by Prof. Omry Barzilai, Prof.
Ofer Marder, and Prof. Israel
Hershkovitz.
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Teachers Learning

A new initiative launched this
week connects the Hari Sessler
Chair in Zionism, founded

by Dr. Reuven Hecht, with

the Ministry of Education to
deepen teachers’ knowledge of
Zionism and current research.
The program features unique
workshops, educational tours,
and online lectures led by top
experts. Collaboration with the
Ministry will expand to additional
areas, including archival work at
Keller House and other practical
learning opportunities.

Community Collaborations

A partnership agreement was
signed between the University’s
School of Tourism, its Continuing

Education Unit, and the Nazareth
Culture and Tourism Association
to offer joint courses in Nazareth.
University President Prof. Gur
Alroey and Vice President &

CEO Mr. Sharon Zaid signed

the agreement with Walid Afifi,
Vice President of the Afifi Group,
representing the association. The
collaboration strengthens the
University’s presence in northern
Israel and deepens ties with the
local community.

Curiosity Quests for Kids

The Hecht Museum’s children’s
workshops invite kids and their
parents on an engaging journey
through time. Activities include
creative workshops, games,
digital experiences, and special
visits to university labs. One
example, Adventure in the Time

Tunnel, is held in collaboration
with the Carmel Medal Future
Researchers Center, enhancing
the museum’s educational role
within the community.

LEARNING AND STUDENTS

Journey to the Self

The Social Engagement Unit
launched the empowerment
program Journey to the Self for
Druze students, in collaboration
with the Derech Mufid Amar -
Brothers for Life association,

in memory of Salah Fallah.

The program fosters an active,
engaged group to explore Druze
identity and social challenges
while developing skills in
entrepreneurship, personal
branding, and public speaking.
Participants meet prominent
Druze figures and work on social
initiatives to support vulnerable
communities.

Interior Design for Seniors

In the Interior Design course at
the Department of Architecture,
led by architects Dana Gordon,
Lauron Katz, and Omer Levin,
students focused on designing
spaces tailored for the elderly.
Guided by a human-centered
approach—from individual to
environment, interior to exterior—
they developed concepts that
can inform future adaptations in
senior living facilities and assisted
housing.

Heritage Guardians

The University’s Continuing
Education Unit launched a
unique course, Heritage Site
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Conservators, led by Dr. Assaf
Selzer from the Department of
Israel Studies, in collaboration
with the Council for the
Preservation of Heritage Sites in
Israel. Participants explore Israel’s
rich heritage and conservation
practices across historical
periods, combining academic
coursework with guided field
visits throughout the country.

OPERATIONS

Expanding the Templar
Collection

The Gottlieb Schumacher
Institute at the Keller House
received a remarkable donation of
thousands of items—documents,
photographs, postcards, coins,
and rare books—related to the
Templars. Collected over two
decades, primarily from abroad,
the collection is now being

sorted and cataloged. Once
conservation work at the Keller
House is complete, it will be made
accessible to researchers in the
field.

Library Catalogs Merged

Following the establishment of
the School of Design, its library
catalog was merged with that of
the Younes & Soraya Nazarian
Library. The combined collection
is rich and diverse, reflecting

the school’s fields of study.
Advanced search systems allow
students to access information
independently, while library staff
are available to assist both at the
German Colony campus library
and at the University Library on
Mount Carmel.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_gA0fDLus0
https://samc.haifa.ac.il/?page_id=14467
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2404632121
https://zionchair.haifa.ac.il/index.php?lang=en
https://zionchair.haifa.ac.il/index.php?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/hutz.haifa.ac/posts/%D7%A9%D7%9E%D7%97%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%A9%D7%A8-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A3-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%97%D7%93%D7%A9-%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%92%D7%A9-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A2-%D7%A0%D7%97%D7%AA%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%9B%D7%9D-%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A3-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%94-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%97%D7%99%D7%93%D7%94-%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95/990807129852025/
https://www.haifa.ac.il/2024/10/13/%D7%9E%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%A0%D7%A7%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A8-%D7%95%D7%A2%D7%93-%D7%9E%D7%A0%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%96%D7%9E%D7%9F-%D7%97%D7%95%D7%92%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99/
https://www.haifa.ac.il/2024/10/13/%D7%9E%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%A0%D7%A7%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A8-%D7%95%D7%A2%D7%93-%D7%9E%D7%A0%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%96%D7%9E%D7%9F-%D7%97%D7%95%D7%92%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%99/
https://dekanat.haifa.ac.il/2024/07/01/%D7%AA%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%9E%D7%A1%D7%A2-%D7%90%D7%9C-%D7%A2%D7%A6%D7%9E%D7%99/
https://www.facebook.com/p/%D7%9E%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%90%D7%9B%D7%A8-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%A7%D7%9C%D7%A8-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%A4%D7%94-Gottlieb-Schumacher-Inst-Keller-House-Haifa-61567027991309/
https://www.facebook.com/p/%D7%9E%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%90%D7%9B%D7%A8-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%A7%D7%9C%D7%A8-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%A4%D7%94-Gottlieb-Schumacher-Inst-Keller-House-Haifa-61567027991309/
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