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DRIVING IMPACT

This annual report is written against the
backdrop of an ongoing national crisis. Since
October 7, 2023—when Hamas launched a
brutal, unprovoked attack on Israel, followed
by Hizballah’s assault from the north—the
country has endured two years of war under
Operation Iron Swords. The conflict has
exacted a profound human, social, and
economic toll, leaving entire communities

in the south and north displaced and in
recovery.

During this period, the University of

Haifa —an institution deeply rooted in the
region—swiftly mobilized to assist victims
of the war and, as the situation evolved,
assumed a leading role in revitalizing Israel’s
North. Notably, the University of Haifa has
taken upon itself a major mission: to lead
the #HomeAgain fundraising campaign
dedicated entirely to supporting applied
research aimed at assisting and rebuilding
the North. Drawing on our faculty’s research,
knowledge, and expertise, the University
has been deeply engaged in rebuilding
affected communities through data-driven,
community-based initiatives.

Despite these immense challenges, the
University has remained firmly committed

to its mission of excellence in research,
teaching, and societal engagement. We

have continued to advance impactful
scholarships and to provide our students
with high-quality academic experience. Our
dedication to contributing solutions to global
challenges has not wavered.

This commitment is reflected in the University

of Haifa’s achievements in the 2024 Times
Higher Education Impact Rankings, where we
placed among the top 150 universities worldwide
and maintained our position as Israel’s leader

in sustainability. With over 2,400 participating
universities, this recognition highlights our
sustained focus on advancing the United Nations’
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The
University achieved particularly notable success in
specific SDGs:

B SDG 4: Quality Education - ranked 56™ globally
B SDG 5: Gender Equality - ranked 26 globally
B SDG 14: Life Below Water - ranked 27" globally

We have continued promoting interdisciplinary

and socially relevant research through our Impact
Project grant program, which supports the
translation of scholarly knowledge into practical
solutions for societal and environmental challenges.
This year’s six winning projects exemplify cross-
sector collaboration and focus on supporting

the recovery and sustainable growth of northern
Israel. Similarly, our Impactful Education initiative
continues to encourage innovative teaching

and community engagement. The five winning
programs from this year’s competition successfully
integrate academic excellence with public
engagement.

In addition, this year we launched our Sustainable
Campus initiative, and invited proposals from
across the University community for projects to
make our campus greener and more sustainable.
Three projects were selected for implementation,
including a home biogas hydroponic system and
the planning of a campus Green Trail, which will
be open to both the University community and the
public.

(Credit: Dr. Adir Adler)

| am deeply proud of this report, which presents
a selection of the University of Haifa’s initiatives
advancing the Sustainable Development Goals
through our research, teaching, community
partnerships, and institutional practices. With
steadfast hope and determination, we continue
to strengthen our contribution to society, to the
region, and to a sustainable future for all.

Prof. Ofer Arazy

Director of Innovation & Sustainability
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